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Introduction: 
The Gordon River is significant in Tambellup’s 

history as a venue for many social activities, in 

addition to its long history and value to the 

Aboriginal people as a source of food and 

enjoyment.  In days gone by, infrastructure 

located at Saggers Pool, to the north of the 

existing weir picnic area, included a two story 

boat shed with deck to the upper story for social 

gatherings, tennis court, change facilities, high 

and low diving boards, an afternoon tea pavilion 

across the river, a flying fox and more.  

These facilities were well used by the 

community in the early part of the 20th century.  Unfortunately, the effects of modern agricultural practices and 

flooding saw a decline in the water quality in the river, and the early 1980’s saw the removal of the last of the 

significant infrastructure.  

The River Trail, which runs along both sides of the Gordon River north of the bridge on Tambellup West Road, 

provides an opportunity for trail users to appreciate the environment and the birdlife that inhabits the area.   

Infrastructure constructed at the river in recent years has 

not been adequately designed to cope with the 

intermittent flooding events experienced (e.g. 

inadequate sized culvert pipes installed without concrete 

flood ways), and combined with a lack of maintenance in 

the entire Gordon River Walk Trail area, has resulted in a 

neglected and sad facility.  This is a direct contrast to the 

long history of the river being the ‘jewel of the Tambellup 

crown’.   

This plan seeks to change this current period of neglect 

and restore the Gordon River as a central focal point to 

the Tambellup townsite, through improving the walk 

trail, recreation areas, parking, promotion and signage. 



Gordon River Walk Trail & Facilities – DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAN - Version 5 September 2023 

Page 3 

Planning for the Future: 
The Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup Corporate Business Plan, resulting from an extensive community consultation 
process undertaken in 2022, includes the following initiatives in relation to the Gordon River: 

7.1 Gordon River advancement 
This is the upgrading of the Gordon River site, including BBQ stand, grasslands, toilets, benches, children play, 
signage, storytelling of its historical significance and possible event organisation. 

7.1.1 Adopt a plan for the Gordon River weir area clearly showing upgrades to 
the site and integration with trails, including: 

▪ BBQ stand;
▪ Grasslands;
▪ Toilets;
▪ Street Furniture;
▪ Children play Facilities;
▪ Signage; and
▪ Storytelling of its historical significance.

7.1.2 Investigate the development of facilities that encourage natural asset attractions, such as Bird 
watching hides. 
7.1.3 Restrict all vehicle access to walk trails and repair trail surface 
7.1.4 Formalise carpark area and access ways 
7.1.5 Improve directional signage 
7.1.6 Investigate the construction of a pedestrian bridge on Tambellup West road. 

The Senior Management Team has suggested through the development of this plan that ‘another’ children’s 

playground (refer dot point above) in a small town such as Tambellup is unnecessary duplication and therefore 

has not been included in this plan.  In the place of a child’s playground, the focus of this plan is initially on the walk 

trail, signage and recreational facilities.   

The proposed improvements of facilities will target the Southern (Weir) section of the project area, as opposed 

to the Saggers Pool (or Northern end) due to the close proximity (walking distance) to the Tambellup townsite. 

This maximises the possibility of gaining economic outcomes from visitors to the area and combining the Gordon 

River Walk Trail, 2km in length, with other existing trails (see Appendix 1).  This connectiveness will enable a larger 

combined trail to commence from, for example, the Tambellup Deli, Caravan Park or sporting facilities. 

Identification and promotion of combined trails can not only occur through signage and wayfinding markers, but 

also through simply painting directional markings and measurements onto existing paths around the townsite. 

This will also greatly assist with promotion of the Gordon River and Tambellup generally.  For example: 

Trail Branding & Interpretive Signage: 
The Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup is part of the Great Southern Treasure’s group of Shire’s which focusses on 

tourism marketing and promotion.  As part of this affiliation, the Shire’s have created The Bobtail Trail, a self-drive 

recreation trail.  Thematic signage has been created by the eight (8) member Shire’s so that all Bobtail Trail points 

of interest are instantly recognisable. 

It is recommended that signage at the Gordon River Walk Trail utilises this theme to take advantage of the strength 

of regional marketing opportunities.  Examples of this signage suite is as follows: 

Trail Header/Main Entry Sign  On-site Interpretive Signs Trail Route 
Marker  Marker 

Similarly, the Shire is an active member in the Great Southern Trails Master Plan, 

coordinated by Outdoors Great Southern (OGS).  In 2022, the local government 

authorities in the Great Southern partnered to create the visual brand for the 

promotion of trails in the region.  This logo will be used at the Gordon River Walk 

Trail on route markers and trail header signage.  It is as follows: 

Content to be used as the base for the interpretive signage recommended along 

the trail is readily available via the Tambellup Heritage Trail Brochure.  A copy of 

the relevant content is included in appendix 1. 
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Suggested Improvements / 5 Year Plan: 
It is proposed that the following initiatives and upgrades be undertaken, in the year indicated, to update and promote the Gordon River Walk Trail & Facilities: 

Refer to 
Plan 

Overseeing 
Shire Staff 

2023/2024 2024/2025 2025/2026 2026/2027 2027/2028 

1. Weir Facilities:

a. Formalise and seal carpark area and access ways (making allowance for power access to gazebo); D MOW  

b. Install BBQ in, or adjacent to, the gazebo; D MOW 

c. Improve directional signage (from Great Southern Highway to the site) D MOW 

d. Install new Toilet facilities; D MOW 

e. Storytelling of the river’s historical significance; D SSPO  

f. Installation of a raised viewing area at the Weir; D MOW 

g. Refresh gazebo with a deep clean and repaint; D MOW 

h. Remove old bins and replace with new wheelie bin in a bin surround, accessible by the contractor’s
weekly truck;

D MOW 

i. Review solar lighting and upgrade. D MOW   

2. Walk Trail:

a. Restrict all vehicle access to walk trails; B, D MOW  

b. Install directional signage around the trail; D, F SSPO  

c. Install interpretative & Trail Head signage to tell the story of the river along the trail; D SSPO  

d. Investigate and cost estimate the construction of a pedestrian bridge on Tambellup West road. D MOW  

e. Construction of pedestrian bridge on Tambellup West road. D MOW TBC TBC 

f. Install culvert & gravel fill to repair wash outs on Trail. G MOW 

g. Install culvert & gravel fill to give Trail access to Tambellup West Road (short term while waiting for
a pedestrian bridge)

G MOW 

h. Increase regular maintenance to ensure trafficability of trail, public safety and functionality of
drainage.

G MOW     

3. Saggers Pool:

a. Install interpretative signage to tell the story of the river along the trail; F SSPO  

b. Develop a grassed area for recreation; F MOW 

c. Install picnic tables and chairs; F MOW 

d. Install Deck over the water; F CEO 

e. Increase regular maintenance to ensure public safety and visual appeal. F MOW     

4. Other:

a. Investigate the development of facilities that encourage natural asset attractions, such as Bird
watching hides.

MOW  

b. Review lot boundaries, ownership, zoning and tenure to protect the river as an asset for future
generations.

J CEO  

c. Extend existing Tambellup West Road footpath to meet new sealed car park. D MOW 
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Pictorial Examples: 
To assist to illustrate some of the initiatives proposed on the previous page, the following pictures 

are provided by way of example only: 

Item 1 – Weir Facilities 
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Item 2(b) - Install directional signage around the trail Item 1(c) – Directional Signage: 

Item 1(d) – New Toilets: 
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Item 2(c)   Interpretative Signage: Item 3(d) – Install Deck over the water at Saggers Pool: 



Gordon River Walk Trail & Facilities – DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAN - Version 5 September 2023 

Page 8 

Plan A – Overview of Area 
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Plan B – Gordon River Walk Trail & Site Plan 

GORDON RIVER WEIR 

Refer to Plan D for 

detail 

TRAIL BRIDGE 

Refer to Plan G 

for detail 

SAGGERS POOL 

Refer to Plan F for detail 

2(g) - Culvert & gravel fill required 

(short term while waiting for a 

pedestrian bridge) 

2(a) - Restrict Vehicle 

Access at this point 

HISTORIC 

Site of old ‘High 

Tower’ Diving Board 

HISTORIC 

Site of old Little Diving 

Board, Boat Shed, etc. 
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Plan C – Gordon River Weir Area (Current)



Gordon River Walk Trail & Facilities – DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAN - Version 5 September 2023 

Page 11 

Plan D – Gordon River Weir Area (Proposed Detail) 

1(a) Define as 

Main Entry 

1(a) Seal Standpipe Access 

1(f) Possible 

Viewing 

Area 

Other Items: 

1(h) Remove old bins and replace with new wheelie bins 

& surrounds in accessible position for users and 

collection truck; 

1(g) Refresh Gazebo (Clean & Paint); 

1(b) New BBQ in/adjacent to Gazebo; 

1(i) Review solar lighting location and upgrade with 

new (working) lights; 

1(c) Improve directional signage (from Great Southern 

Highway to the site); and 

4(c) Extend existing Tambellup West Road footpath to 

meet new sealed car park. 

1(c) & 2(c) 

New/ 

Upgrade Trail 

Header Signs 

2(a) No 

vehicles 

past this 

point 

1(a) Seal Access 

& Parking 
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Plan E – Saggers Pool (Current) 

Note: Black line shows (approximate) 

property boundary. Development only 

to the south of this line. 
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Plan F – Saggers Pool (Detail) 

3(b) - Maintain 

grassed area for 

recreational use 

3(d) – Install deck/platform over 

the water to enable maximum 

enjoyment of the river for all 

abilities while staying dry.  

Existing concrete retaining has 

collapsed – repair and place 

deck over the water 
3(a) Saggers Pool focus on 

interpretive signage telling the 

story of the river’s significant 

history for Tambellup (boating, 

diving, swimming, floods, etc) 

3(e) Increase 

maintenance in this 

area (e.g. prune 

dangerous tree limbs, 

repair bollards) 

3(c) New picnic 

tables/chairs 

3(c) New picnic 

tables/chairs 



Gordon River Walk Trail & Facilities – DRAFT 5 YEAR PLAN - Version 5 September 2023 

Page 14 

Plan G – Trail – Central Detail (Showing Upgrades Proposed) 

2(h) Increased maintenance to 

these points to regularly remove 

driftwood and clear drains 
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Plan H – Southern Section – Showing Lot Boundaries 

4(b) Review lot boundaries, 

ownership, zoning and tenure to 

protect the river as an asset for 

future generations. 
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Appendix 1 – River Trail Information Points 
(Extract from Tambellup Heritage Trail Brochure from the late 1990’s/early 2000’s.)  To be used as the base content for the interpretive signage as recommended to be installed at the commencement of the trail and for QR 

code references at each point of interest. 
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