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Your local newsletter covering the Broomehill and Tambellup communities. 
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Born on 17 August 2009 
7lb 13ozs 

Congratulations to Mark and Cindy. 
A little sister for Aidan and Lauren.�
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Recently arboricultural work was carried out for the Shire of Broomehill-
Tambellup. Part of the work entailed reducing the size of some large trees at 

Diprose Park in Tambellup. The trees were not cut down to 3 meter stumps, to 
avoid the most harmful tree pruning practise known as Topping. Here are some  

reasons why we decided against Topping. 
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Topping is the indiscriminate cutting of tree branches to stubs or lateral branches that are not large 
enough to assume the terminal role. Other names for topping include “heading,” “tipping,”  
“hat-racking,” and “rounding over.”  
The most common reason given for topping is to reduce the size of a tree. Home owners often feel 
that their trees have become too large for their property. People fear that tall trees may pose a  
hazard. Topping, however, is not a viable method of height reduction and certainly does not reduce 
the hazard. In fact, topping will make a tree more hazardous in the long term.  
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Topping often removes 50 to 100 percent of the leaf-bearing crown of a tree. Because leaves are 
the food factories of a tree, removing them can temporarily starve a tree. The severity of the 
pruning triggers a sort of survival mechanism. The tree activates latent buds, forcing the rapid 
growth of multiple shoots below each cut. The tree needs to put out a new crop of leaves as soon 
as possible. If a tree does not have the stored energy reserves to do so, it will be seriously  
weakened and may die.  
A stressed tree is more vulnerable to insect and disease infestations. Large, open pruning 
wounds expose the sapwood and heartwood to attacks. The tree may lack sufficient energy to 
chemically defend the wounds against invasion, and some insects are actually attracted to the 
chemical signals trees release.  
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The preferred location to make a pruning cut is just beyond the branch collar at the 
branch’s point of attachment. The tree is biologically equipped to close such a wound, 
provided the tree is healthy enough and the wound is not too large. Cuts made along a 
limb between lateral branches create stubs with wounds that the tree may not be able to 
close. The exposed wood tissues begin to decay. Normally, a tree will “wall off,” or 
compartmentalize, the decaying tissues, but few trees can defend the multiple severe 
wounds caused by topping. The decay organisms are given a free path to move down 
through the branches.  
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Branches within a tree’s crown produce thousands of leaves to absorb sunlight. When the 
leaves are removed, the remaining branches and trunk are suddenly exposed to high levels of 
light and heat. The result may be sunburn of the tissues beneath the bark, which can lead to 
cankers, bark splitting, and death of some branches.  
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The survival mechanism that causes a tree to produce multiple shoots below each topping 
cut comes at great expense to the tree. These shoots develop from buds near the surface of 
the old branches. Unlike normal branches that develop in a socket of overlapping wood tis-
sues, these new shoots are anchored only in the outermost layers of the parent branches.  
The new shoots grow quickly, as much as 20 feet in one year, in some species. Unfortu-
nately, the shoots are prone to breaking, especially during windy conditions. The irony is 
that while the goal was to reduce the tree’s height to make it safer, it has been made more 
hazardous than before. �
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GARDENER / GREEN KEEPER 
 

Applications are invited for the position of Gardener/Green Keeper with the Shire of Broomehill-
Tambellup.  
 

The successful applicant will be part of our Parks and Gardens team. A current “C” class license 
is essential and previous green keeping experience is an advantage. 
 

Written applications including referees should be addressed to the undersigned and must be  
received by 4.00pm on Friday 11 September 2009. 
 

For further information and a copy of the job description please contact Zita Kellow on 98253 
555.  
 

Joanne Trezona 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup 
46 - 48 Norrish Street 
TAMBELLUP WA 6320 
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Council is seeking the services of an enthusiastic person as a casual gardener with our Parks and  
Gardens team. The duration of the position is until the Christmas shutdown this year. 
 

If you are interested in gardening, want to work in a team environment and hold a current “C” class  
license, then contact Zita on 9825 3555 for further information. 
 

Applications close 11 September 2009. 
 

Joanne Trezona 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup 
46-48 Norrish Street 
TAMBELLUP  WA  6320 
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The natural branching structure of a tree is a biological wonder. Trees form a variety of shapes 
and growth habits, all with the same goal of presenting their leaves to the sun. Topping removes 
the ends of the branches, often leaving ugly stubs. Topping destroys the natural form of a tree.  
Without leaves (up to 6 months of the year in temperate climates), a topped tree appears  
disfigured and mutilated. With leaves, it is a dense ball of foliage, lacking its simple grace. A 
tree that has been topped can never fully regain its natural form.  
�	
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The cost of topping a tree is not limited to what the perpetrator is paid. If the tree survives, it 
will require pruning again within a few years. It will either need to be reduced again or storm 
damage will have to be cleaned up. If the tree dies, it will have to be removed.  
Topping is a high-maintenance pruning practice, with some hidden costs. One is the reduction 
in property value. Healthy, well-maintained trees can add 10 to 20 percent to the value of a 
property. Disfigured, topped trees are considered an impending expense.  
Another possible cost of topped trees is potential liability. Topped trees are prone to breaking 
and can be hazardous. Because topping is considered an unacceptable pruning practice, any 
damage caused by branch failure of a topped tree may lead to a finding of negligence in a court 
of law. 
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WA AUTHOR TOUR      
The Sunday Times Big Book Club is pleased to announced Tania James & Craig Silvey joint author tour 
for September 09.  Tania James is an international author based in New York and Craig Silvey is a WA 

based author who has recently released his second novel Jasper Jones.   
 
 

FRIDAY 18 SEPTEMBER @ TAMBELLUP LIBRARY 
10am, MORNING TEA PROVIDED 

COST—FREE! 
PLEASE RSVP TO TAMBELLUP LIBRARY 9825 1177 

Atlas of Unknowns by Tania James 
In the wake of their mother’s mysterious death, Linno and Anju Vallara are raised in Kerala by 
their father and grandmother. When seventeen-year-old Anju wins a scholarship to study in New 
York, she jumps at the chance to embrace all that America has to offer, but in so doing commits 
an act of betrayal that severs her relationship with her sister. 
 

Atlas of Unknowns is an unforgettable tale of two sisters whose bonds are powerfully tested, and 
the secret histories and hilarious eccentricities of families everywhere. 'This warm and, at times, 
very funny story could be about sisters and families everywhere, with its secrets, eccentricities 
and misunderstandings. An absolute joy to read.' (Australian Women's Weekly) 

Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey..  
Late on a hot summer night in the tail end of 1965, Charlie Bucktin, a precocious and bookish boy 
of thirteen, is startled by an urgent knock on the window of his sleepout.  His visitor is Jasper 
Jones, an outcast in the regional mining town of Corrigan. Rebellious, mixed-race and solitary, 
Jasper is a distant figure of danger and intrigue for Charlie. So when Jasper begs for his help, 
Charlie eagerly steals into the night by his side, terribly afraid but desperate to impress. 
 

‘If we see a more entertaining, more heartfelt piece of Australian literature in the next 12 months it 
will be a rare year indeed. Amid the glimpses of small-town bigotry and adult compromise, Jasper 
Jones offers tender moments of adolescent romance and irresistible vignettes of friendship and 
quiet triumph. The exultation contained in the description of a cricket game featuring Charlie's irre-
pressible best friend ("Jeffrey Lu on debut") is enough alone to earn this book sentimental-classic 
status.’  Michael Williams The Monthly magazine 
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LIONS CLUB OF TAMBELLUP (INC) 

 
����WONDERING ABOUT CANCER? 

 
ON THE 21 NOVEMBER 2009 THERE WILL BE A 
SKIN CANCER VAN COMING TO TAMBELLUP. 

STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFO!
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Twelve Curtin University students are 
coming to Broomehill on 17—18th  
October to provide manpower to the 
Broomehill community and have a 
great weekend away. 
 
They will be working on the Holland 
Track Walk Trail. If you know of any 
other jobs they could do for the 
Broomehill community, please contact 
Sara Robinson on 9824 1253. 
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GARDEN CLUB NOTES 
 

Margaret Batchelors home in Piesse Street was the venue for our August meeting. 
 

An afternoon tea to farewell Amy Parnell was held on 24th July at Sue Wheatley's home, many members 
were away or ill but those that were able to attended. Amy was presented with a framed photo of the  
entrance to Katanning and a camellia  plant  for her new garden. Feed back since Amy has moved is that 
she has settled into her new home very well and is very happy and I am sure that is what we would all 
want for her. 
 

Members were sorry to hear of Liz Richardsons heart operation, our best wishes Liz for a full  
recovery. Latest news on Liz that she was discharged from hospital on Tuesday 18th and hopes to back 
home by the weekend (21st - 22nd). 
 

Competition results for August were: Floral Art (beidemeir) 1. Sue Wheatley     2.Pam Garlick 
Floral Art (reflections)1. Gerry Watson     2. Helen Bignell;   Flowers (daisies)1.Helen Bignell   2.Sue 
Wheatley;    Tree or Shrub (camellia) 1.Gerry Watson   2.Anne Rees   3. Pam Garlick 
My Best Flower; 1.Ev Cheetham   2.Margaret Batchelor    3.Margaret Batchelor;  Fruit or vege;1.Anne 
Rees     2.Margaret Batchelor;  Pot Plant; 1. Ailsa Thomas   2.Pam Garlick  3.Bess Parrott. The raffle was 
won by Helen Bignell 
 

Gardening tips for the month from the WA Floral Art newsletter: Take advantage of the damp soil for 
weeding, unless you have excessive clay weeds pull out more easily and if you don't mind a light drizzle 
it's a good time to put in new plants, they hardly notice the transplant shock. 
Sprinkle your used tea leaves around the base of acid loving plants including roses and tomatoes, tea 
leaves  
contain all the big three nutrients, n-p-k as well as some trace elements. 
If your plants are showing stress, don't fertilize them. Give them plenty of water and prune off any dying 
leaves and take care of any problems such as mildew or insects. 
 

A walk around Margarets  large and interesting garden, afternoon tea and listening to the judges  
comments concluded another enjoyable Garden Club day. 
 

September meeting  will be at Sue Wheatley's , 4 Sutherland Court on September  8th, members and  
visitors welcome. 
Until then happy  gardening,        Ailsa 
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Broomehill Historical Notes 
Quite a few years ago Shirley MacDonald began to work through the 
diaries of her Grandfather, Thomas Norrish (TN) which he wrote when he 
first came to Eticup to take up farming and the diaries of William Henry 
Graham (WHG) who was also one of the first pioneers of the Eticup  
district. Shirley collated all the information both in alphabetical and 
chronological order. There are many wonderful pieces of information and 
anecdotes in these diaries and we are proud to share them with the  
community each month. 
McGuire, Arthur – Fourth son of Philip and Mary. In July 
1864, 16 year old Arthur played cricket for the Eticup 
Cricket Club and in august practiced for the match against 
Kojonup. 
McGuire, Thomas – Third son of Philip and Mary. In  
October 1883 brought a mare to Goblup to be served  and 
was there again on 18th to play cricket with the shearers. 
In July 1884 he played cricket with the Eticup Cricket Club 
and in august practiced for the match against Kojonup. On 
7th September he played cricket at Goblup and stayed 
overnight at Sunnyside. 
In July 1890 he worked for TN at Goblup, collecting rails 
from Old Eticup (Ettakup) carting fencing, fencing and 
carting manure. In 1894 a list of Broome Hill residents  
included Thomas McGuire, manager of Pallinup Station. 
On 19th December 1895 he was elected to the Broome Hill 
Road Board. On 31st  
December 1898 he returned from the cricket in Brome Hill 
with Richie Norrish, remained overnight and stayed all day 
on 1st January 1899. On 6th February 1907, Tom McGuire  
accompanied Rich Norrish (who had replaced his father 
on the Road Board) to see about some new roads. On 
14th March he bought 100 imported rams at Holley’s sale 
and on 4th July he visited Sunnyside with Mr Knight and 
brought his little girl to stay for a few days. Thomas 
McGuire had married the school teacher Brigid Roche on 
5th September 1901 and renamed the new homestead 
from Moorelup to Fermoy. 
McGuire, John – Eldest son of Philip and Mary of  
Moorelup. TN makes several references to him; on April 
14th 1882 arranging with TN to let him Pootenup Farm for 
that year for a rent of 3 tons (3.6 tonnes) of hay; on 11th 
January 1883 TN saw him at Pootenup with his father and 
in November brought his mare to Goblup to be served; 
and in 1884 he was ploughing at Pootenup, practicing 
cricket for the match against Kojonup and bringing in a 
colt to be castrated. 
McKail, John –Merchant and Agent of Albany. In 1852 he 
made the first selection of land at Eticup, B Class Grazing 
Lease 113 of 4 000 acres (1620 ha) at Ettakup Pool  
followed in 1855 with a grant of 10 acres freehold (Hay 
Location 1) whose datum point was the center of the Pool 
and which cost him  �10 sterling. His daughter Emma 
married William Henry Graham (WHG). 
McKail sold Hay Location 1 and the B113 lease to  
Solomon Drolf, who in turn, after adding two small blocks 
to Hay Location 1 sold the freehold land and his interest in 
Lease B113 to Richards Norrish Snr for  �100 sterling. 
John McKail supervised the transaction and was possibly 
Drolf’s mortgagee. 
John McKail died in 1871 but McKail & Co. continued. 
Most settlers did business with them and many were in 
their debt. In 1884,Patrick Carmody was dunned (sic) by 
them for a considerable sum. He went to TN for advice as 
he could get no satisfaction from the Co. and to pay  �60 
a year and provide for his family he could not do. McKail & 
Co later became Drew Robinson & Co. 
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Semi Final 5 September—Tambellup 
 

Preliminary Final 12 September— 
Ground to be advised 

 
Grand Final 19 September— 

Ground to be advised 
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HA: 53.32 – Simon Hanna 
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Local Business and Community Groups; 

 Full Page       $66 inc GST 

 Half Page    $33 inc GST 

 Quarter A4 page   FREE 

 Eighth of A4 page   FREE 

Out of Shire; 

 Full Page    $66 inc GST 

 Half Page    $33 inc GST 

 Quarter A4 page   $17 inc GST 

 Eighth of A4 page   $9 inc GST 
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Please forward all Community News, Events and other  

information to; 

 

EMAIL; news@shirebt.wa.gov.au 

FAX; 9825 1152 

POSTAL; 46-48 Norrish St 

Tambellup WA 6320 

 

By the 25th of the Month. 
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