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Would you like to submit something into the TOPICS? 
Its easy!! 

Email: topics@tambellupcrc.net.au 
Or hand in at the Tambellup CRC | Broomehill orTambellup Shire 

Offices. 
 

For further information contact the CRC on 9825 1177 
 

STRICT DEADLINE - 25TH OF THE MONTH 
NO JANUARY EDITION 

 

Did you know that local community events/announcements in the Topics are 
free?? 

If you have an announcement or a congratulations we’d love to hear about it 
and share it for you! 

(We‘d also love to hear how the local sporting clubs are going  throughout the 
year) 

FOR SALE 

1 x Highback Leather Chesterfield Chair - Excellent condition - $500  

1 x Slim Bathroom Storage - Excellent Condition - $40 (160cm (H), 20cm (W), 30cm (D)) 

1 x Tall Artificial Palm (160cm) - New - $30 

Numerous Artificial Plants - $2—$5 

Broomehill - 0467 956 371 
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For Sale at the 

Broomehill CWA Op Shop 

New KS quilt cover grey tan-

nings faux fur + 2 pillow cases 
$10 

2 pieces cotton material L 2.30m 

each 
$10 

Summer QS sheet set $3 

New lace curtains $2 

Dog rug $1 

Open Thursday - 11.30am to 4pm 
  Saturday - 9am to 2pm 

 

Joyleen 9824 1665   
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KATANNING AND SURROUNDS 
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If you can’t make it to the event 
but wish to donate  scan the QR 
code  or pop in to the CRC. 
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Next Class on the 4th May 

Broomehill Library Arts and Craft Group 
Every Wednesday | 9am to 12pm  

The Broomehill Fire Shed Community Room 
Contact Broomehill Library for more information 

 

Broomehill Library Kids Corner 
Board games 1st Monday of the month | Puzzles 2nd Monday of  the  

month | 2:30 to 4pm  | Broomehill Library 
 

Broomehill Library Recipe Group 
Last Monday of the Month | 9.30am to 12.30pm  
The Broomehill Fire Shed Community Room 

Contact the Broomehill Library for more information  
 

Broomehill Playgroup 
Thursdays from 9 – 11am  

Corner of India and Journal St Broomehill 
 

Tambellup Craft Mornings 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the Month (December 10th and 17th)  

9.30am to  1pm | $2.00 
At the Tambellup CRC | please bring a plate to share 

 

Tambellup Yoga with Mel 
Every second Sunday | 9.00am | at the Tambellup town Hall  

1st class free | BYO mat/blanket 
Contact Mel on 0405 506 174 for more information  

 

Tambellup Low Impact Exercise 
Fortnightly | from 11am | $10 | at the Tambellup Town Hall 

Contact the Tambellup CRC or Marni to RSVP or for more information  
 
 

Tambellup Lions Club 
2nd Wednesday of the Month | 7.30pm 

Tambellup Hotel 
 
 

Tambellup CWA 
Meet every 2nd Thursday of the Month at the CWA  

Rooms. 
 

Tambellup Bowling Club Meeting 
3rd Monday of each month, 7.30pm 

 

 

Tambellup Family Playgroup 
Tuesdays | 9am to 11am 

@ the Old kindy Building (Cnr Howard St. and East Tc) 
Khalia Brown 0400 741 488 

Marni Lloyd - Woods 0400 501 848. 
 

Katanning and  Districts Garden Club  
Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month - commencing at 1.30p.m. 

Meetings are held at members' homes. 
New Members Welcome. 

For information ring Shona Webster 0458 241 589 
 

Red Hatters 
Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Contact Helen Bignell 9824 1270 
Friendship—Fun—Fellowship 

 

Please contact the Tambellup CRC if your details need 
to be updated, thank you 

Group Monthly Meetings 



TOPICS May 2025 Page 25 

Cyber Security Essentials for Small Business 
Workshop #11 of 14 

Thursday May 1st | 11am—1pm 
Cyber insurance and ways to protect your small business' online storage from risks 

Presented by Caitriona Forde and Business Foundations 

Xero Accounting Software 
Workshop #7 of 14 

Thursday, May 22 | 11:00AM  1:00PM 

a simple introduction to using Xero accounting software and its basic features 

presented by Jessica Kinder and Albany Business Centre 

AI Basics: Unlocking the Potential of Chat GPT 
Workshop #13 of 14 

Thursday, June 5, 2025  | 11:00AM  1:00PM 

How to use AI in several ways for your small business 

Presented by Zoe Campbell and Business Foundations 

https://businessfoundations.com.au/
https://www.jessicakinder.com/
https://albanybusinesscentre.com.au/
https://businessfoundations.com.au/
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Station Master’s House 

Norrish Street, Tambellup  WA  6320 

 

Annual General Meeting  
Corner Shop Museum Inc. 

Station Master’s House  

Norrish Street, Tambellup 

 

On Friday, 30th May, 2025  

at 9.30am 

 

Business:   
• Opening & Presidents Report 
• Election of Office Bearers 
• Receive Financial Statement 
• Set Membership Fee  
• Other business. 

Would you like to help us preserve our local      
history? 

Would you like to learn more about our district 
history? 

 
We are looking for interested people who may 
have some time to spare to help us record our   
history, update it to include present day history 
and help us tell our stories.  

We are meeting at the  
Station Master’s House  

in Norrish Street, Tambellup  
On Friday  30th May, 2025 

From 9.30am  
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First, a little background on the Birt family. If you travel 19.5 
kilometres out the Tambellup West Road, off to the right 
you’ll see Birt Road. The farm on this corner was 
‘Borderdale’, established by Charles and Rosalind Birt, my 
grandparents. Charles and Rosalind raised five children on 
‘Borderdale’ – Barbara, James, Peter, June and Philip. 

James, or Jim to Tambellup residents, was the first to enlist in 
the Royal Australian Air Force, in 1941. He was 19 years of 
age and had been working on ‘Borderdale’. James com-
menced his training in 1941 at Pearce; however, he spent his 
first few months studying and filling sandbags and digging 
trenches! It was during this time that Japan entered the war, 
so sandbags and trenches were probably seen as essential. 

Flying training for James commenced when he moved to No 
9 Elementary Flying Training School RAAF Cunderdin in 1942. 
Records show that at that time there were 42 officers, 500 
airmen and 51 aircraft stationed there. In late 1942 he 
moved to No 4 Service Flying Training School RAAF 
Geraldton. His early training was on Tiger Moth and Anson 
aircraft. He qualified at the end of 1942. 

Dad told us of one of Uncle Jim’s ‘adventures’ during training 
and I recently asked him to confirm: Was it true he’d 
“buzzed” Tambellup on a flight from Pearce to Albany? He 
explained that he had flown low over ‘Borderdale’ and, when 
he saw there was no car in garage, realised the family must 
be in town so he flew low and “buzzed” Tambellup. We’re 
not sure who was most surprised, his flight crew, or the resi-
dents of Tambellup as a Beaufort Bomber flew low over the 
town. His flight crew may have been getting training in low 
level flying; however, it seems Grandpa was having to put all 
his diplomacy skills into action to stop one of the locals from 
reporting Uncle Jim. Uncle Jim also told me that on that trip 
the crew decided to see how high a Beaufort Bomber can fly 
before stalling or falling apart. The answer – 25,000 ft, or 7.6 
kilometres! 

While researching this talk, his son, John, told me another 
training story. While he was stationed at Pearce, the RAAF 
were looking for targets on which they could practice their 
bombing raids. A group of volunteers agreed to be a target, 
at Beaufort Inlet at the mouth of the Pallinup River. The 
bomber crews then dropped smoke and flour bombs on the 
volunteers. One of the volunteers they ‘bombed’ was his 
farming neighbour, Mick Hilder! 

In 1943 he moved to airbases in Victoria to commence navi-
gation training and continue bomber training. The Beaufort 
Bomber was an Australian built plane from a British design; a 
twin-engined torpedo bomber with a crew of initially three, 
then later modified for four. One of the training exercises 
they had was against a French destroyer in Jervis Bay, NSW. 
The destroyer had been removed from active service and was 
being used for torpedo practice. The destroyer was able to 
avoid all of Uncle Jim’s torpedoes. He said he would stick to 
flying the plane and his crew could do the ‘bombing’. 

From there it was into active service in New Guinea where he 
joined No 100 RAAF Squadron, being first stationed at Milne 

Bay and then Goodenough Island off the north east coast of 
the New Guinea mainland. Flying from bases in eastern New 
Guinea, No 100 Squadron flew reconnaissance patrols, con-
voy patrols and anti-shipping and bombing missions against 
the Japanese. His logbook shows 43 sorties with 9 strikes dur-
ing 6 months in 1943. For the boy from Tambellup one of his 
strongest memories of Milne Bay is that it rained every after-
noon and with mesh laid runways, there was nothing but 
mud! 

Between 1944 and 1945 he moved between 14 Squadron 
back home at Pearce and No 8 Communications and 100 
Squadron in New Guinea. No 14 Squadron was a maritime 
patrol squadron. His logbook details 37 sorties patrolling for 
submarines out of Geraldton and Pearce. James said patrol-
ling when it was rough seas meant they didn’t see much, he 
did however spot one US sub, but no Japanese. 

In New Guinea he spent a lot of time either calibrating radar 
stations, which involved flying back and forth on various set 
courses following the instructions of the navigator, ferrying 
around the ‘top brass’, patrols or making strikes against vil-
lages, their role being to precision bomb Japanese soldiers 
hiding in caves on the sides of the mountains. He did not fly 
in the battle for the Philippines, but did see the flotilla being 
assembled by the Americans and was ‘gobsmacked’ by its 
size. 

James’ records show that in three months in 1944, he flew 
165 hours as the Captain of a Beaufort Bomber and 2 hours 
as 2nd pilot on a Catalina. I asked him why 2 hours in a Catali-
na? He told me Catalinas were used to rescue ‘downed’ crew 
from the sea. After one of those rescue missions, James had 
asked the pilot if he could fly with him back to Port Moresby, 
and sit up front! Those 2 hours were the time it took the Cat-
alina to fly around the coast because they didn’t have the 
capacity to fly the direct route over the mountains. 

His records indicate he was “an above average pilot, reliable 
and very competent,” and show a total of 1,600 hours of ser-
vice flying time, flying on 98 operations, both day and night. 
The RAAF worked a roster of intensive flying ops and then 
weeks of downtime, sometimes back in Australia, before they 
did it all again. In 1943 his Squadron leader said “he will be 
an excellent flight commander in an operational squadron” 
so it is not surprising he acted as Squadron Leader and was 
asked to study to be promoted to Squadron Leader. In 1945 
the commanding officer said he was “a competent officer 
who shows balance and judgement beyond his age” (he was 
23 yrs of age). James’ final sortie was 15 July 1945. He was on 
leave at the time the Atomic bombs were dropped on Japan. 

Flight Lieutenant James Coombe Birt, named after his Uncle 
from the First World War, was discharged in 1945, returned 
to Tambellup and joined his father and brother Phil on 
‘Borderdale’. He married Jean, had 4 children, has 8 grand-
children, 11 great grandchildren and at 103 years of age is 
living in Como. 

He’s our family hero! 

Birt Family TA ANZAC Day Address given by Anne Birt 
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Fresh Seasonal Fruit and Veggies 

Fresh Meat 

Groceries 

Lottery 

Fuel 

Gas Exchange - (small bottles) 

Food is available all day 

Bakery -  

Any special orders need to be ordered at least three days before 

Catering - 

If you need some catering done, please order at least three days before  

 

NOTE - If you need anything that is not in store please don’t hesitate to 

order it and pick up the next delivery day from the store 

Search 124 Tambellup 

Store and like us on 

Facebook 

COME IN TO THE 124 TAMBELLUP STORE FOR ALL YOUR DAILY NEEDS 

WE STOCK; 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

(08) 9825 1104 

124tambellupshop@gmail.com 
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Situated on the Tambellup West Road 
on the old showgrounds, the Tambellup 
Business Centre has available short and 
long term leases on workshop/storage 

space and office space. 
The facility includes a kitchen and boardroom plus toilets 
and showers.  
 
Inspection invited 
 
Call or email 
 98251220                                                                      
Email waadc@bigpond.com 

DEREK BATCHELOR 
0428 241 306 

Sell Your Products at the Tambellup CRC! 

Do you have unique products or services to offer? 
The Tambellup Community Resource Centre can 

help sell them for you! 

Showcase your items or display your business cards 
and flyers with us. Reach a wider audience and 

boost your sales. 

Contact the Tambellup CRC for details:  
Ph: 9825 1177. 
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MRB10069 

 

 

 

Grain, Fertiliser, 

Lime, Gypsum 
 

From 8 to 80 ton 
 

Barrie 0427 591 024 
 

Julie   0417 280 702 

    Tambellup WA 

   0447 125 124 (S) 
   0427 942 911 (K) 

Gino Bassanese 

 

M: 0429 112 624 

UHF Channel 40 
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FOR HIRE 

SHEARING TRAILER 

4 STAND 

 

For further details please 
contact  

Steve - 0429 963 880 

Tambellup WA 6320 

Ph: 9870 0179 

0499 795586 

Email: gkhams@westnet.com.au 
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Broomehill  
Central Fire  

Brigade  
Electric Gas Spit Cooker 

Supply your own gas bottle 
Cost is $50.00 

Contact Julian Wills on 0428 651 065  
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Principals: 

Zach Walsh - 0447 109 848 

Sales: 

Des Simpson - 0428 285 086 

Agronomy:   

Cass Chambers - 0428 648 125 

Jack Batchelor – 0437 878 120 

Maddi Wray – 0437 156 385 

Harcourts Realtor:  

Glen Phelps - 0400 092 075 

Livestock: 

Darren Robertson – 0439 331 509 
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POSTAGE                  
PAID 

TO THE HOUSEHOLDER 
 
 

FROM: TOPICS, TAMBELLUP CRC                                                     
34 NORRISH ST, TAMBELLUP  WA  6320 
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Tambellup Community Resource Centre, 34  Norrish St, Tambellup.  WA  6320 
P: 08 9825 1177     E: tbtopics@gmail.com / topics@tambellupcrc.net.au 
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May Calendar 2025 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

    1 Recycling 
 
TA Cyber      
Security         
Essentials     

2 
TA Community 
Seeding Day 
 
TA Paint Night 

3 
Federal Election 
 
TA Golf Opening 
Day 

4 
TA Yoga 

5 
BH Kids Board 
Games 
 
BH Line    
Dancing 
 
 

6 
TA CRC Busy 
Bee 
 

BH Karate—
6.30pm $5pp 
BH town hall 

7 
BH Library Craft 
 
TA Cuppa with a 
Coppa 
 
 

8 
TA Youth Pizza 
Night 

9 
 

10 

11 12 
BH Kids     
puzzles  
 
BH Line    
Dancing 

13 
TA Craft group 
 

BH Karate—
6.30pm $5pp 

14 
BH Library Craft 

15 Recycling 
 
TA Soup and 
Sweets 
 
TA Community 
Sundowner 

16 17 

18 
TA Yoga 

19 

BH Line    
Dancing 

20 
TA Puppet Play-
time 
 

BH Karate—
6.30pm $5pp 

21 
BH Library Craft 

22 
TA XERO 

23 
BH Antiques 
Fair 

24 
BH Antiques Fair 
 
BH Classic Cars 

25 26    
BH Library 
Recipe Group 
 
BH Line    
Dancing 

27 
TA NDIS Info 
Day 
 
TA Craft group 
 

BH Karate—
6.30pm $5pp 

28 
TA NDIS Info 
Day 
 
BH Library Craft 

29 Recycling 
 
BH CB General 
Meeting 

30 
TA Museum 
AGM 

31 


