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Volume: 9  Issue: 4  April 2026 

Your local newsletter covering the Broomehill and Tambellup communities. 
Supported by the Shire of Broomehill—Tambellup, Tambellup CRC and members of the community. 

 

Circulation of over 400 printed copies in the  Broomehill-Tambellup Shire,  State-Wide subscribers and electronic downloads.                                     
Proudly brought to you by the Tambellup Community Resource Centre, Shire of Broomehill-Tambellup and Generous Community Donors. 

Disclaimer: Material submitted by third parties to the publication is the sole responsibility of those third parties. We accept no 
responsibility for the content of third-party material, including, without limitation, any error, omission, or inaccuracy therein. 

Tambellup CRC accepts no liability in respect of any material submitted by users and published by us and is not responsible for its content or accuracy. 

We reserve the right to make additions or deletions to materials submitted to the site, or to refuse publication by deleting the material that is defamatory or pursuant to legal 
matters. 
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22 April 2026  

MR RICK WILSON MP 

FEDERAL MEMBER FOR O’CONNOR 

Opinion piece 

Why should local government bear the burden of GP provision? 

The Albanese government made changes to 

Medicare on 1
st
 November 2025, with an eye  

wateringly huge investment of $8.5 Billion. 

According to the Cleanbill 2026 Blue Report*,  

regional and remote communities have seen a 

welcome rise in bulk billing rates. But for many  

of my constituents, access to a GP is still limited, 

out of pocket costs remain high, and the burden 

of keeping doctors in town has quietly shifted 

from the federal and state governments onto 

those least able to afford it: local governments. 

I have been receiving regular updates from the 

Local Government Rural Health Funding  

Alliance, led by six rural O’Connor Shires Lake 

Grace, Kojonup, Gnowangerup, Jerramungup, 

Ravensthorpe, and Narembeen who are tackling 

this issue head-on. 

The Alliance have found that across rural and  

remote WA, council spending to support GP  

services has risen from $7.8 million in 2021-22  

to $9.5 million in 2024-25, with 91% of that  

funding coming from councils with fewer than 

5,000 residents.  

These councils are not just topping up salaries 

they are providing housing, vehicles, clinic 

space, paying utility bills and funding  

administrative support simply to keep a doctor  

in town.  

Local governments exist to deliver roads, waste 

services, and community infrastructure-not to  

underwrite the national health system. Every  

dollar diverted to keeping a GP practice in their 

community is a dollar not available to spend on 

roads, rubbish or recreation. 

When local GP access declines, the costs do not 

disappear, they shift to ratepayers. 

Hospitals see increased presentations for  

conditions that should be managed in primary 

care. Ambulance services, often run by  

volunteers, are called on to transport patients 

vast distances to care.  

Families end up shouldering increasing costs of 

transport, accommodation and unpaid care. I am 

aware that many O’Connor constituents,  

especially older people are delaying or foregoing 

treatment altogether. 

The improvement in regional Medicare  

bulk-billing rates shows that targeted policy can 

make a difference. But policy success should  

also be judged by who is still paying the price? 

Right now, in my electorate of O’Connor, that 

price is being paid by our shire councils using up 

to 16% of their rate revenue to cover GP costs 

and by patients facing higher out of pocket costs. 

Regional WA deserves a health system that 

works by design, not one propped up by shire 

council budgets. Residents of O’Connor deserve 

so much better in the middle of a fuel and cost of 

living crisis. 

* Cleanbill has the objective to increase healthcare 
accessibility and have a comprehensive program of 
data collection, more details on 
www.cleanbill.com.au  

  

Media contact:  

Reuben Keyser Communications and Community 
Engagement Adviser Reuben.Keyser@aph.gov.au  
(08) 9842 2777 

http://www.cleanbill.com.au
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The Broomehill community gathered last weekend to celebrate 

local sporting hero Jack Batchelor, who was officially named the 

recipient of the prestigious Ross Thompson Award. 

The award, presented every three years, recognizes individuals 

for their noteworthy contributions to the Broomehill  

community. While Batchelor’s impact spans multiple facets of 

local life, it is his transformative work within the cricket  

community that resulted in his winning the award. 

Batchelor has been a central figure in a golden era for 

the Broomehill Cricket Club, contributing to four consecutive 

premiership wins from the 2021/22 season through to 2024/25. 

His big-game temperament was first immortalized in the historic 

2021/22 victory, where he was named Player of the Final. 

His individual statistics have been equally dominant winning the 

GSCA Batting Aggregate with 561 runs, including a massive  

Individual score of 168. He finished as runner-up for the batting 

average and was named to the Team of the Season.  

In the 2024/25 Season he capped off a career-best year as 

the Cricketer of the Year for both his club and the Great  

Southern Cricket Association. He amassed 600 runs to finish as 

runner-up in the batting aggregate and secured another spot in 

the Team of the Season. 

Beyond his prowess with the bat, Jack has become a pillar of 

cricket development in Western Australia. Serving as the Great 

Southern Cricket Association president, he has balanced  

executive leadership with hands-on coaching for junior, U17, 

and senior teams. 

His commitment to the next generation includes state-level 

coaching, serving as Assistant Coach for the Country Colts team 

across the 2023/24 and 2024/25 seasons. 

The Ross Thompson Award serves as a testament to Batchelor's 

rare ability to combine elite athletic performance with a deep 

sense of civic 

duty. As he 

adds this hon-

our to his tro-

phy cabinet, the 

Broomehill 

community is 

the beneficiary 

of a legacy built 

on both the 

scoreboard and 

the sidelines. 

Pic: Ross Thompson Award winner Jack Batchelor (right) with 

Broomehill Recreational Complex president (and son of the late Ross 

Thompson) Scott Thompson. 

Cricket star Jack Batchelor honoured with Ross Thompson Award 
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Tambellup Bowling Club 

The Geoff Marsh Memorial Classic was run on Tuesday 31st  March & Wednesday 1st April. 

We had a field of 10 teams with players coming  from   Albany,  Kojonup, Tambellup , Gnowangerup,  Eaton,  
and Katanning.    

The weather was excellent on both days and with the greens running well there were many great games 
played. 

The winning team from Eaton, winning 5 of their 6 games. were  J Gornall, R Thomson, G Gornall and T Reilly 

Second place was a team from Middleton Beach with G Moir, J Hull, G Page and K McGregor 

Third was the composite Tambellup team  of  P Bradshaw, N Herbert, A Willmott and K Hunt.  

Fourth was the team of L Martin, T Stewart, D Brown and M Harris from Gnowangerup 

Thanks to the Marsh & Collins  families and  all of our sponsors for supporting this annual event. 

A special thanks to Pip and her recruits in the kitchen and Belinda in the bar, as keeping the players well fed 
& hydrated makes running a successful carnival so much easier.  
 
WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF THE 2026 GEOFF MARSH 

Lavieville Grazing -  K & T Collins 

Cheynnes Beach -  A & J Marsh 

Tambellup Community Pavilion Ass 

Tamb Cranbrook Community Bank 

Tambellup Rural Traders 

Watergarrup Bulk Haulage 

B I Veitch & Sons 

QFH Multiparts 

Tiny’s Shearing Service 

Southern Haulage 

Westrac 

Martin & Jan Sadler 

Gary & Kate Sheridan 

Norm & Yvonne Herbert 

Jim & Betty Hull 

Peter Rundle MLA 

Gloria Hilder 

Trevor & Aileen Prout 
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Broomehill Library Arts and Craft Group 
Every Wednesday | 9am to 12pm (25th March - 1.30pm to 3.30pm) 

The Broomehill Fire Shed Community Room 
Contact Broomehill Library for more information 

 

Broomehill Line Dancing 
Monday Evenings | At the BH Hall | From 6.30pm 

$5 per person 
Contact David Millett 0419 915 029 

 

Broomehill Karate 
Tuesday Evenings | At the BH Hall | 6.30pm to 7.30pm 

(Not during the school holidays) | $5 per session 
All ages welcome | Contact Peter 0418 955 642  

 

Broomehill Playgroup 
Thursdays from 9 – 11am  

Corner of India and Journal St Broomehill 
Contact Diana 0438 374 977  

 

Broomehill Lego Club 
Last Thursday of the Month from 3.30pm – 5.30pm 

The Broomehill Fire Shed Community Room 
Contact Jacinta 9825 3555  

 

Broomehill Machine Sewers 
Last Friday of the Month from 9 – 3pm  

The Broomehill Fire Shed Community Room 
 

Tambellup Craft Mornings 
1st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month  

9.30am to  1pm | $2.00 
At the Tambellup CRC | please bring a plate to share 

 
Tambellup Yoga with Mel 

Every second Sunday | 9.00am | at the Tambellup CRC 
1st class free | BYO mat/blanket 

Contact Mel on 0405 506 174 for more information  
 

Tambellup Lions Club 
2nd Wednesday of the Month | 7.30pm 

Tambellup Hotel 
 

Tambellup CWA 
Meet every 2nd Thursday of the Month at the CWA  

Rooms. 
 

Tambellup Bowling Club Meeting 
3rd Monday of each month, 7.30pm 

 

 

Tambellup Family Playgroup 
Alternate Tuesdays and Wednesdays | 9am to 11am 

@ the Old kindy Building (Cnr Howard St. and East Tc) 
Khalia Brown 0400 741 488 

Marni Lloyd - Woods 0400 501 848. 
 

Katanning and  Districts Garden Club  
Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month - commencing at 1.30p.m. 

Meetings are held at members' homes. 
New Members Welcome. 

For information ring Shona Webster 0458 241 589 
 

Red Hatters 
Meetings on the first Tuesday of the month. 

Contact Helen Bignell 9824 1270 
Friendship—Fun—Fellowship 

 

Please contact the Tambellup CRC if your details need 
to be updated, thank you 

Group Monthly Meetings 
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Would you like to submit something into the  
TOPICS? 
Its easy!! 

Email: topics@tambellupcrc.net.au 
Or hand in at the Tambellup CRC 

 

For further information contact the CRC on 9825 1177 
 

STRICT DEADLINE - 25TH OF THE 
MONTH 

NO JANUARY EDITION 
 

Did you know that local community events/announcements in the Top-
ics are free?? 

If you have an announcement or a congratulations we’d love to hear 
about it and share it for you! 

(We‘d also love to hear how the local sporting clubs are going  through-
out the year) 

MRB10069 
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Situated on the Tambellup West Road 
on the old showgrounds, the Tambellup 
Business Centre has available short and 
long term leases on workshop/storage 

space and office space. 
The facility includes a kitchen and boardroom plus toilets 
and showers.  
 
Inspection invited 
 
Call or email 
 98251220                                                                      
Email waadc@bigpond.com 

24/7 Fuel – OPT on  Corner of Quinn and Formby St  

EFTPOS, Shell, Motorpass 

•Bulk Fuel  
Delivered  

•Mobil Oils  

•Exide Batteries  

•fuel pumps, 
meters,  
handpieces  

•AdBlue and  
equipment  

•grease and 
grease guns  

8:30am to 5:00pm –  Monday to Friday 

 Office Ph: 9827 1124  | Mobile: 0429 304 439 

Ron: 0428 285 012 

Cnr Corbett and Cecil St, Gnowangerup 

admin@gnpfuel.com.au 

Free Counselling Service in Your Area 

Our service is confidential, mobile and free 

Professional counselling and support for rural people 
provided by rural people. 

Southern Agcare provides: 

• Individual counselling 

• Family counselling 

• Community Support Services 

Counselling is a conversation to help you make sense of 
feelings and situations. 

Southern Agcare has been supporting communities in 
the Great Southern for over 38 years. 

To make an appointment contact us via phone web or 
email. 

Phone: (08) 9827 1552.  
Email: admin@southernagcare.org.au   
web: www.southernagcare.org.au 

mailto:admin@gnpfuel.com.au
mailto:admin@southernagcare.org.au
http://www.southernagcare.org.au


TOPICS May 2026 Page 35 

Tambellup WA 6320 

Ph: 9870 0179 

0499 795586 

Email: gkhams@westnet.com.au 
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EC16998   

To all my valued clients, 
I’m sorry to say that I have closed the salon until further   
notice. Due to Family reasons way beyond our control I    
cannot say when I will re-open it again. Thank you for your 
amazing support.  
Kind Regards, Vicki. (V L Green Hairdressing)  
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Grain, Fertiliser, 

Lime, Gypsum 
 

From 8 to 80 ton 
 

Barrie 0427 591 024 
 

Julie   0417 280 702 

    Tambellup WA 

   0447 125 124 (S) 
   0427 942 911 (K) 

Gino Bassanese 

 

M: 0429 112 624 

UHF Channel 40 

Banks Handy Service 
Call Ken for odd jobs and Services 

Mobile - 0431 245 303 

bankshandyservice@gmail.com 

Garden Site Clean Ups | Remove Rubbish to Tip | 
Inside House Cleans | Mow Lawns/Wippersnip | 
Garden make overs | C/B Fence Install | Spring 
Cleaning | Free Quotes  

ABN# 31474898207 
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Principals: 

Zach Walsh - 0447 109 848 

Sales: 

Des Simpson - 0428 285 086 

Agronomy:   

Cass Chambers - 0428 648 125 

Jack Batchelor – 0437 878 120 

Maddi Wray – 0437 156 385 

Harcourts Realtor:  

Glen Phelps - 0400 092 075 

Livestock: 

Darren Robertson – 0439 331 509 
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May Calendar 2026 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

31 
TA Yoga 

    1 
TA Games  
Afternoon 

2 
BH Produce 
Swap 

3 
TA Yoga 

4 
BH Library Kids 
Corner 
 
BH Line Dancing 

5 
BH Karate 

6 
TA Craft Group 
 
BH Craft Group 
 
TA Playgroup 
Nature Play 

7 
BH Playgroup  

8 
TA Games  
Afternoon 

9 
TA Writers 
Lounge 

10 11 
BH Library Kids 
Corner 
 
BH Line Dancing 

12 
BH Karate 

13 
BH Craft Group 
 
TA Playgroup 
Play in the Park 
 
TA Community 
Lunch 

14 Recycling 
 

TA CWA  
 
BH Playgroup  
 
TA Welcome 
Evening 

15 
TA Games  
Afternoon 

16 

17 18 
BH Library Kids 
Corner 
 
BH Line Dancing 

19 
TA Playgroup 
 
BH Karate 

20 
TA Craft Group 
 
BH Craft Group 

21 
BH Playgroup  
 
TA Soup and 
Sweet 
 
TA SWF L&L 

22 
BH Antique Fair 
 
TA SWF L&L 
 
TA Games  
Afternoon 

23 
BH Antique Fair 

24 25 
BH Library Kids 
Corner 
 
BH Line Dancing 
 
 
 

26 
BH Karate 

27 
BH Craft Group 
 
TA Playgroup 
Simultaneous 
Storytime @ the 
Library 

28 Recycling 

 
BH Lego Club 
 
BH Playgroup 
Nature Play 
 

29 
BH Friday Night 
Vibes 
 
BH Sewers 
Groups 
 
TA Museum 
 
TA Games  
Afternoon 

30 


